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1. Project Narrative
Project Narrative 

The SōL Harvest Village is conceived to support a close-knit community 

focused on low carbon indoor-outdoor living. Organized around a central shared 

courtyard, the Village is full of amenities and flexible open spaces and provides a 

multitude of services. The design creates a strong sense of place and identity for 

each resident. Our zero net energy solution also includes: 

 

• Careful site response to optimize solar access and PV power production 

• Highly efficient centralized building systems 

• Dedicated outside air filtration and energy recovery to remove 

environmental hazards and optimize energy use 

• Healthy materials used throughout  

• Low carbon mass timber construction 

 

The site plan maximizes outdoor space by placing the parking along the 

perimeter on the east and south sides of the site. Building scale encourages 

interaction among residents. Each “Pod” contains a mix of apartment types and 

ranges from 9 to 27 units. All units have a gracious “porch” to extend the living 

area and make a strong connection to the outdoors. Porches provide a high 

degree of sun shading in this hot environment. Amenity and service spaces are 

decentralized and are provided in each “Pod”. These flexible multi-use spaces 

are located on each floor. 

  

The design reaches zero net energy performance with an integrated, multi-

pronged approach. Reduced energy demand is achieved through careful 

massing and envelope design, high efficiency heat pump systems driving low 

energy radiant heating and cooling. We supplied the remaining energy 

requirements with on-site energy generation, including rooftop photovoltaic and 

solar-thermal panels, and through wastewater heat recovery. 

 



2. Site Plan



3. Floor Plans



4. Perspective Drawing



5. Illustrated Sections



6. Mechanical System Summery



7. Annual End-Use Summery Table



8. Monthly End Use Energy Consumption Bar Chart



9. Hourly load shapes for energy and emissions



10. Details of renewable energy systems



11. Storage Systems



B EQUITY Essay

Equity at SōL Harvest Village: 

SōL Harvest Village addresses equity – cultural, social and environmental, in multiple ways. To avoid the 

significant challenge of preconceived ideas of how families from different cultural backgrounds live and 

work, we interviewed staff from a farmworker support non-profit organization in Hollister CA, as well as 

a Visalia resident to get a sense of the larger community. This effort proved invaluable in clarifying what 

was essential to create more equity for the families. Our understanding is that family and the sense of 

community is very strong and dominant in the farmworker culture, which is predominantly Latinx in the 

region, calling for a design response that supports a strongly connected community, or ‘extended 

family’;   

o SōL Harvest Village is a series of connected ‘neighborhoods’, or “Pods”, scaled to allow people to 

connect with each other and create a cohesive and supportive community.  

o SōL “Pods” are organized around a series of exterior common spaces – focused on exercise, 

sport, community vegetable gardening, a children’s play area, a BBQ area or an open lawn, which 

offer opportunities to for the residents to gather in myriad ways. These spaces extend the living 

area available to residents and enhances the sense of the larger cohesive community. 

o In addition to the centralized exterior amenity spaces, each “Pod” contains flexible amenity 

spaces, including cooking facilities, that provide opportunities for multiple families or individuals 

to gather, serving as further extensions of the living area for all residents.    

o A central community hall, serves a wide variety of uses, from larger community gatherings, 

meetings and performances to providing classroom space for youth and adults as well as housing 

the village’s community youth center or after-school programs.  

o Covered private porches extend the living area of the individual units and create a buffer zone 

between private and public space permitting people to engage with the larger community more 

or less actively, depending on their circumstances, while reinforcing that they are part of a 

supportive community. 

o The private porches also provide flexible outdoor space where families can grow plants or 

vegetables which can help address the chronic issue of food insecurity for farmworkers and their 

families, also promoting improved air quality. 

o Knowing farmworkers disproportionately incur high rates of acute and chronic injuries, disease 

and disability, it’s essential for the housing to provide a healthy environment for the residents. 

Specifically to minimize the amount of contaminants entering the homes, SōL Harvest Village 

incorporates two layers of wash areas outside the units. The first is next to the parking, where 

heavily soiled clothes can be removed and cleaned, isolating them from the living areas. The 

second is just outside the unit entry, to place less soiled clothes prior to entering the living areas, 

further helping to improve IAQ.  

o With most residents having limited finances, providing a variety of internal and external spaces 

for people to gather and live expands their functional living area is essential to creating a more 

equitable community living environment for the farmworkers and their families. 



C. Climate Adaptation Assessment Matrix


